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OCA Ventures, Chicago 
 
OCA Ventures, an early-
stage technology venture 
capital firm headquartered 
in Chicago, today 
announced that David 
Kokonas has been 
promoted to Senior 
Associate and Dana Sun 
has joined the firm as a 
Senior Associate. Kokonas 
joined OCA Ventures as 
an associate in 2019 and 
is focused on investments 
in core technologies and 
fintech. Kokonas brings 
considerable experience 
in early-stage technology 
investing.
Sun returns to OCA Ventures where 
she was an associate in 2019 and 
is focused on investments in digital 
health, diagnostics, and medical 
devices. Sun brings a wealth of 
expertise in venture capital and 
healthcare technology.

INVESTMENT
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Bulley & Andrews, Chicago 
 
David Linden has been 
elevated to executive 
vice president of Bulley 
& Andrews (B&A). In his 
expanded role, Dave 
provides executive 
purview for out-of-town 
assignments while 
continuing to lead 
B&A’s corporate and 
commercial business 
unit. During his 20+ year 
career, Dave has grown 
the firm’s corporate 
portfolio threefold.
Joe Koppers has 
been promoted to 
vice president of B&A.  
During his 23-year career with B&A, 
Joe has cultivated a best-in-class 
field operation and earned an 
enviable reputation for integrity, 
inclusion and fairmindedness 
throughout the industry.  As vice 
president and director of field 
operations, Joe is dedicated to 
implementing best practices among 
B&A’s field forces with an emphasis 
on technology and quality control.

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
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Chuhak & Tecson, P.C., Chicago

Paulina Garga-Chmiel 
has been elevated 
to principal. Paulina 
represents secured and 
unsecured lenders in 
foreclosure litigation, 
bankruptcy matters, 
collection actions, breach of contract 
disputes, SBA loan workouts and 
loss mitigation. She also manages 
evidentiary hearings and argues 
contested motions in both state and 
federal courts. Utilizing her native 
language at the Amicus Poloniae 
legal clinic, Paulina provides pro 
bono legal services to underserved 
members of the Polish community.

LAW

MPS Law, Chicago

Evan D. Blewett has 
joined MPS Law as a 
Partner in the firm’s 
downtown Chicago 
office, where he will 
continue to build his 
successful practice in the 
areas of secured lending, real estate 
transactions, commercial litigation, 
contract law, and corporate compliance. 
He primarily represents local, regional 
and national lenders and is one of 
the few attorneys nationwide whose 
practice focuses primarily on Small 
Business Administration (SBA) loans.

LAW

The Resurrection Project, Chicago

Vicky Arroyo has been 
named President and 
Chief Operating Officer 
at The Resurrection 
Project. Vicky was a 
senior bank executive 
with over 30 years of 
experience developing strategies 
to exceed investment objectives 
and community development 
goals working with multiple lines 
businesses. In her role, she oversees 
community wealth building, real 
estate development/assets, and 
community engagement and 
advocacy. She earned a bachelor’s in 
Accounting from DePaul University.

NON-PROFIT

Baird Capital, Chicago

Baird Capital announced 
that Rebecca (Becca) 
Schlagenhauf has 
joined its Global Private 
Equity team as Vice 
President. She will focus 
on investments within 
the Industrial Technology & Solutions 
sector. Schlagenhauf comes to the 
firm from Northwestern Mutual Capital 
and prior to that, spent six years on 
Baird’s equity research team. She was 
named an “Up-and-Coming Woman 
in PE to Know” by McGuireWoods 
in 2019. Schlagenhauf earned a BS 
from Notre Dame and an MBA from 
Kellogg School of Management.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

ML Realty Partners, Itasca

Caroline Kruse joined 
ML Realty Partners as 
Asset Manager. She will 
focus on Chicagoland 
and Dallas-Fort Worth 
portfolio operations and 
asset management. Ms. 
Kruse comes from CBRE as Senior Real 
Estate Manager and holds a Bachelor 
of Arts degree from Purdue University.

REAL ESTATE

Proven IT, Chicago

Proven IT, a national 
leading technology firm, 
is proud to announce 
that Bill Burfeind is 
joining the leadership 
team as Chief Revenue 
Officer. Burfeind 
leverages 25 years of experience in 
professional services and commercial 
office solutions. He offers decades 
of organizational sales process, 
revenue generation, and account 
management expertise to support 
Proven IT’s growth strategy and 
customer focused services. Proven IT 
has been on Inc. 5000’s list of fastest 
growing companies for six years.

TECHNOLOGY

FSB Companies, Chicago

The FSB Companies 
welcomes Collin Didier 
to the team as a software 
engineer. Prior to 
discovering his passion 
for technology, Collin 
spent 10 exciting years 
as a real estate entrepreneur and 
developed a broad skillset in finance, 
sales, appraisal and investment. Collin 
now enjoys using his synergistic, 
cross-industry experience to inform 
and bolster software development 
for the FSB Companies’ portfolio.

PRIVATE EQUITY

Keypath Education, Chicago

Judy Ball joined global 
EdTech company 
Keypath Education as its 
Global Vice President, 
Talent. Judy spearheads 
Keypath’s global talent 
acquisition efforts, 
positioning the company for current 
and future growth. Judy brings more 
than 25 years of experience in human 
resources and talent acquisition in 
technology, healthcare, insurance, and 
professional services industries. Before 
joining the company, Judy was head 
of Talent Acquisition for Zurich NA.

EDUCATION

Benesch, Chicago

Laura Seferian has 
joined Benesch as an 
Associate in the firm’s 
Litigation Practice 
Group. Laura has broad 
commercial litigation 
experience, where she 
focuses on breach of contract, fraud, 
and intellectual property disputes.

LAW

Klein and Hoffman, 
Chicago / Philadelphia

Klein and Hoffman, 
Inc. welcomes Caitlin 
Maggiano, PE, as a 
Senior Associate II in 
its Philadelphia office. 
Maggiano brings 12 years 
of experience working in 
the repair and restoration field routinely 
developing thoughtful solutions 
to unique problems for distressed 
buildings. “Caitlin is an excellent 
addition to the Klein & Hoffman 
family and will enhance our tradition 
of providing top-level service to our 
clients and mentoring and growing 
our staff,” says CEO Homa Ghaemi.

ARCHITECTURE / ENGINEERING

IAA, Inc., Westchester

Peg Burr has joined 
IAA, Inc. as Sr. Vice 
President of Product 
Management with a 
proven track record in 
strategy and growth 
of global product 
portfolios. Burr was Vice President 
and Global Product Portfolio Leader 
for the Digital Business of Cognizant. 
Prior to Cognizant, she led global 
end-to-end product strategy and 
management as a Managing Director 
with Accenture. Burr will leverage 
her extensive product strategy and 
management expertise to further 
IAA’s product leadership position.

TECHNOLOGY

Northern Builders, Inc., Schiller Park 
 
Northern Builders, Inc. 
is pleased to announce 
the promotion of Patrick 
M. Ennes to Senior 
Project Manager. In his 
expanded role, Patrick 
will assume a leadership 
role in the overall 
oversight of the design 
build process including 
expanded involvement 
with municipalities, 
architects, and engineers 
to find creative and 
cost-effective solutions 
to enhance schedule and 
ensure quality.
Northern Builders is also 
pleased to announce the promotion 
of Jack E. Voltz to Project Manager. 
In his new role, Jack is responsible for 
managing all phases of construction 
including design, permitting, and 
scheduling while ensuring each 
project meets Northern’s high 
standards of quality, timing, safety, 
and performance.

CONSTRUCTION
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Chicago Citywide Literacy Coalition, 
Chicago

Latisha Bell joined 
Chicago Citywide 
Literacy Coalition board 
to share knowledge 
gained from professional 
experiences to organize 
and empower. Her goal 
is to ensure CCLC is a great place 
to work and create and strengthen 
partnerships within the communities 
we serve. Bell is an experienced HR 
Business Partner within Amazon’s 
People Experience and Technology 
team. Bell has more than 16 years of 
broad knowledge of human resources. 
Bell will advocate for literacy 
resources and improved services.

NON-PROFIT

Discovery Partners Institute, Chicago 
 
Discovery Partners 
Institute (DPI) is pleased 
to announce that 
Mauriell H. Amechi and 
Sarah Cashdollar have 
joined the DPI team as 
visiting researchers. Dr. 
Mauriell Amechi is a 
social scientist, professor, 
consultant, and fierce 
advocate committed 
to educational equity, 
particularly improving 
postsecondary access 
and success among 
historically marginalized 
student populations.
Dr. Sarah Cashdollar is 
an interdisciplinary researcher whose 
work centers on youth preparation 
for the transition from high school 
to postsecondary education and 
work. She is particularly interested 
in issues of stratification and equity 
in workforce development, Career 
and Technical Education, and 
postsecondary education.

TECHNOLOGY
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